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The year 2019 marks the 70th anniversary of the birth of People Republic of China. In the past 70
years, China's graduate education has shared the same destiny with the development of the country and the
progress of Chinese people. It has gone through an extraordinary journey of rapid growth from zero to one
and from small to big. In particular, since the 18th National Congress of the Communist Party of China,
China's graduate education has entered a new stage of development. The reform of graduate education has
been comprehensively deepened, quality awareness and development level have been greatly improved,
and obvious progress has been made in structural optimization and adjustment. A high-level talent training
model with Chinese characteristics has been formed, which has become an important support for economic
and social development.

The year of 2019 is also a memorable year for the Association of Deans of Chinese Graduate Schools
(ADCGS). On November 26, 1999, with the approval of the Ministry of education, ADCGS was officially
established. Time flies. In a twinkling of an eye, ADCGS has been established for 20 years. Over the past
20 years, with the joint effort and support of institutional members and deans, we have achieved some proud
achievements. Today, the Dean's Joint Council has become an important intellectual source and think tank
for the decision-making of China's graduate education, a pioneer of graduate education reform and
innovation, a friendly ambassador of collaboration and exchange between China and foreign countries on
graduate education, and an important platform for collaboration and development of domestic graduate
education institutions.

Over the past 20 years, under the care, support and guidance of successive leaders of the Academic
Degrees Committee of the State Council and the Ministry of Education, the institutional members of the
Joint Council of Graduate School Deans have focused on the major theoretical and practical issues of
China's graduate education reform and development. The institutional members have organized and carried
out a series of major strategic-thinking and forward-looking research projects, promoted collaboration and
exchange with well-known foreign graduate education associations, and carried out high-level academic
exchange and consulting service to continuously promote the construction of their own organizations. They
have done a lot of excellent work in leading the idea innovation of China’s graduate education, serving the
major strategic needs of the country, promoting the construction of "double first-class" and improving the
governance effectiveness of graduate education.

China has entered a new era. We are speeding up the construction of a modern socialist country. The
new era has put forward new tasks and requirements for China's graduate education. As an important main
force of graduate education in China, the institutional members of ADCGS represent the top level of the
development of graduate education in China, and undertake the important responsibility of a bellwether in
the reform and development of graduate education. In the journey from a big country to a powerful country
of graduate education, ADCGS has the duty and ability to shoulder the glorious mission of improving the
quality of education and realizing the essential development, and striving to be the pioneer, explorer and
demonstrator of the reform and development of graduate education.

The topic-selection process of the annual report on China's graduate education mainly focuses on the
major issues in the reform and development of graduate education, and the hot and difficult issues in the
practice of graduate education institutions. It has formed a distinctive feature of a problem-oriented, data-
informed, and organic combination between conceptual discussion and practical issues in graduate
education. For the special time period for the country to fight against COVID-19, the annual report added
one new chapter devoting to the online teaching and learning effects of graduate education in order to guide



colleagues to focus on and think about the trend of graduate education in the post-COVID era. Since 2009,
ADCGS has published 11 volumes of annual report on Graduate Education in China. We sincerely hope
that with the collaboration and support of the institutional members of ADCGS, grounded in the practice
and innovative ideas, by continuous summarizing good experiences and practices of the members, the series
of annual reports will have a certain impact on the field of graduate education at home and abroad, as well
as an important reference reading for decision making and practical guidebook of China's graduate
education.

Chief Secretary of the Dean’s Association of Graduate Schools in China
October 30, 2020
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